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B. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

In order to better assist the Examiner with the prosecution of the case, the 
current pending claims have been included in their entirety for which reconsideration is 
requested. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for processing a document comprising text and 
accessed from a data storage system i nformat i on , comprising the steps of: 

a) monitoring th e occurr e nc e of detecting incomplete date-related citations -E4r- 
i n part i cu l ar tho c i tat i on of a dato, within the text of the document i nformation, accessed 
from the data storage system; 

searching for supplemental date information from at least one of other date- 
related indications within the text of the document and meta information associated with 
the storage of the document in the data storage system from outside the text of the 
document; and 

b) complet i ng said incomp l ete citation E1 by aid of dato i ndicat i ons E2 , 

[[c) ^automatically completing [[(130, 190) said]] the incomplete date-related 
citations by applying [[a]] the supplemental date information [[date specification]] 
according to at least one , by applying either ono or moro of:c1) a set of predetermined 
completing rules establishing for a giv e n i ncompl e t e c i tat i on E1 prioritizing relationships 
between othor dato re l ated c i tations E2 the other date-related indications located within 
the text i nform a t i on of the sam e document[[,]] and c2) pr i or art t e xt m i n i ng techno l ogy 
procoduros. or c3) using (1 30) the meta information from outside the text of the 
document. 



DE920010066US1 3 



PAGE 5/42 * RCVD AT 4/5/2006 1 1 :00:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/19 * DNIS: 2738300 * CSID: 51 2306041 7 * DURATION (mm-ss): 18-50 



4/5/2006 10:00 PM FROM: 5123060417 TO: 15712738300 PAGE: 006 OF 042 



PATENT 
10/682,400 



2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , in wh i ch a ru lo is us e d 
which i s b a s e d on on e or moro of: wherein the step of automatically completing the 
incomplete date-related citations by applying the supplemental date information 
according to at least one set of predetermined completing rules establishing prioritizing 
relationships between the other date-related indications located within the text of the 
document and the meta information from outside the text of the document, further 
comprises the step of: 

detecting at least one criteria reguired for applying the set of predetermined 
completing rules for the other date-related indications from at least one of: 

a) t he d e t e rm i nation of word/tok e n/top i c transitions as a m ea sur e for a distance 
between the incomplete date-related citations and each of the other date-related 
indications based on a number of at least one of words and topic transitions in the text 
of the document between the incomplete date-related citations and each of the other 
date-related indications; E1 an d E2, 

b) [[the]] a number of date expressions between the incomplete date-related citations 
and each of the other date-related indications; E1 and E2 , 

c) [[the]] a number of links to other documents found between the incomplete date- 
related citations and each of the other date-related indications; docum e nts E1 and E2, 
respective l y, 

d) [[the]] a level of compatibility between a format of the incomplete date-related 
citations as compared to a separate format of each of the other date-related indications: 
E1 and E2 , and 

e) [[the]] a confidence level associated with the other date-related indications [[E2]], if 
the other date-related indications [[E2 has]] have been obtained by automatic 
completion from applying supplemental date information to a previously incomplete 
date-related citation .[M l 

f) the r e liabi li ty [[and usefuln e ss]] of E2's sourc e for prov i d i ng t i me i ndicat i ons us e fu l for 
a utomatic completion, 

g) th e r e levance of E2 with i n i ts docum e nt. 
DE920010066US1 4 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
step of 

creating [[(180)]] an index from [[a]] completed date -related citations , usable for 
selectively storing and/or searching for the [[said]] document [[(5)]]. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, further comprising the 
step of updating rfproviding an]] the index to indicate a particular type of the meta 
information from among different kinds of meta information applied as supplemental 
date information to the incomplete date-related citations, [[for]] the different kinds of 
meta information [[(3) e.g.]] comprising at least one of: 

a) the date of publishing the document, or 

b) the date of processing the document, or 

c) the date of creating the document. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to [[the preceding]] claim 4, in which 
the index comprises a canonical representation of [[said]] the date indicating the 
particular type of meta information . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to [[the preceding]] claim 3 [[4]], 
further comprising the step of transforming [[a]] the completed date -related citations 
[[specification]] into a canonical format [[(140)]]. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3[[4]], further comprising 
the step of providing a user interface means for specifying a search for documents [[by 
means of said]] through searching the index[[es]] [[(190)]]. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
step of [[exposing]] presenting to [[the]] a user one or more possible date specifications 
for completing the incomplete date-related citations , each accompanied by a confidence 
value [[(7)]]. 

9. (Previously Presented) A computer system having means for performing the 
steps of a method according to claim 1 . 

10. (Previously Presented) A computer program for execution in a data processing 
system comprising computer program code portions for performing respective steps of 
the method according to claim 1 , when said computer program code portions are 
executed on a computer. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A computer program product stored on a computer 
usable medium comprising computer readable program means for causing a computer 
to perform the method of claim 1 . 
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12. (Newly Added) A method for processing a document comprising text, comprising 
the steps of: 

detecting incomplete date-related citations within the text of the document; 

completing the incomplete date-related citations by automatically completing the 
date-related citations by a supplemental date specification by applying either one or 
more of: 

a set of predetermined completing rules that establish prioritizing 
relationships between the incomplete date-related citations and other 
date-related citations within the text of the document; 
prior art text mining technology procedures, or 
context meta information from outside the document; and 
presenting to the user one or more possible date specifications for use in 
completing the incomplete date-related citations, wherein a confidence value is 
indicated for each possible date specification. 
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13. (Newly Added) A system for processing a document comprising text comprising: 

means for detecting incomplete date-related citations within the text of the 
document; 

means for completing the incomplete date-related citations by automatically 
completing the date-related citations by a supplemental date specification by applying 
either one or more of: 

a set of predetermined completing rules that establish prioritizing 
relationships between the incomplete date-related citations and other 
date-related citations within the text of the document; 
prior art text mining technology procedures, or 
context meta information from outside the document; and 
means for presenting to the user one or more possible date specifications for use 
in completing the incomplete date-related citations, wherein a confidence value is 
indicated for each possible date specification. 
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14. (Newly Added) A computer program product, stored on a computer usable 
medium, comprising computer readable program means for causing a computer to 
perform the steps of: 

detecting incomplete date-related citations within the text of the document; 

completing the incomplete date-related citations by automatically completing the 
date-related citations by a supplemental date specification by applying either one or 
more of: 

a set of predetermined completing rules that establish prioritizing 
relationships between the incomplete date-related citations and other 
date-related citations within the text of the document; 
prior art text mining technology procedures, or 
context meta information from outside the document; and 
presenting to the user one or more possible date specifications for use in 
completing the incomplete date-related citations, wherein a confidence value is 
indicated for each possible date specification. 



DE920010066US1 



PAGE 11/42 * RCVD AT 4/5/2006 11:00:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO«EFXRF-5/1 9 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:51 230804 17 * DURATION (mm-ss):18-50 



